
 
 
              

By:  Alex Surcica, Horticulture Program Assistant 

 Honeybee keeping is woven through many cul-
tures throughout history, with evidence of honey gathering 
dating as far back as nine thousand years ago. Compara-
tively, the New World is indeed a new world for honey-
bees. Colonists brought what the Native Americans 
�Q�D�P�H�G�� �µ�W�K�H�� �Z�K�L�W�H�� �P�D�Q�¶�V�� �I�O�\�¶�� �O�H�V�V�� �W�K�D�Q�� �I�R�X�U�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V�� �D�J�R����
In the beginning, beekeeping was mostly a side income. 
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�H�Q�W�L�H�W�K�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�¶�V�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V��
�I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�D�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�O�O�R�Z�� �W�R�G�D�\�¶�V��
beekeeping to be an industry.  Currently, the migratory 
beekeeping business, like any other industry, is pushing 
biological barriers in order to meet commercial demands. 
�0�R�U�H�R�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�¶�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���T�X�D�Q��
tified in just honey, but in the billions of dollars of pollina-
�W�L�R�Q�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���� �,�Q�� �W�R�G�D�\�¶�V�� �P�R�Q�R�F�U�R�S�� �D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���� �D�O�P�R�V�W��
every third bite requires managed and therefore, no longer 
free pollination.  
 

Industrialized agriculture, with its reliance on 
monocropping and pesticides, is a prominent reason trig-
gering the native bee population decline. The economics 
of efficient production has encouraged, over time, fewer 
and bigger farms that are specialized in a handful of 
crops.  As a result, these farms sustain almost no indige-
nous plant and animal diversity, and are thus vulnerable 
and exposed to pests and diseases. Another significant 
factor in the native bee population decline is consumer 
expectations. Spoiled over time with a diversity of pro-
duce, consumers have grown detached from local and in-
season offerings. In response, markets do not revolve 
around produce seasonality. The demand for produce 
grown elsewhere puts more strain on places that are suit-
able for growing earlier and exotic produce. This results in 
more monocrop cultures that have to rely on commercial 
pollination.  

--- One example of the magnitude of a mono 
crop is the massive 615,000 acres of almond groves in 
California. This industry yields more than $2 billion in 
�L�Q�F�R�P�H�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�V�� �������� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V�� �D�O�P�R�Q�G�� �S�U�R��
duction, making almonds the number one horticultural 
export for the United States. With all the almond or-
�F�K�D�U�G�V�� �F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�¶�V�� �&�H�Q�W�U�D�O�� �9�D�O�O�H�\�� �R�Q��
little more than a 500-mile stretch, the profitability and 
economics have little to do with plant and animal diver-
sity. To meet the hefty pollination needs, the industrial-
ized almond industry relies exclusively on migratory 
honeybee pollination, demanding about 1.2 million colo-
nies�² about 60% of all the commercial colonies in the 
U.S. ---  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 �,�Q�� �W�R�G�D�\�¶�V�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�� �D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���� �W�K�H�� �P�L�J�U�D�W�R�U�\��
�K�R�Q�H�\�E�H�H�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �D�� �³�K�H�U�R�´���� �)�R�U�� �D�� �I�H�H���� �W�K�H�� �N�H�H�S�H�U��
can box her up and ship wherever and whenever polli-
nation is necessary. .  
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