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Honeybee keeping is woven through many cul- --- One example of the magnitude of a mono
tures throughout history, with evidence of honey gatheriogp is the massive 615,000 acres of almond groves
dating as far back as nine thousand years ago. Compar@alifornia. This industry yields more than $2 billion
tively, the New World is indeed a new world for honef- QFRPH DQG SURGXFHV RI W
bees. Colonists brought what the Native Americanduction, making almonds the number one horticultu
QDPHG pWKH ZKLWH PDQTV 10\ GkparV fowtkeD@nité&R Kthkes: MMQHABK the tdimomiJd
In the beginning, beekeeping was mostly a side incom&EKDUGV FRQFHQWUDWHG LQ &D
+RZHYHU WKH WZHQWLHWK FHQ WtHeuhiire tha® & 380e stetch, @heDpFotability tifriH
IDFLOLWDWHG WKH PHDQV DQG Wdorok@d MaXeHie W HdDwWith madt@itiZanivddk @i
beekeeping to be an industry. Currently, the migratosjty. To meet the hefty pollination needs, the industri
beekeeping business, like any other industry, is pushimged almond industry relies exclusively on migrato
biological barriers in order to meet commercial demandsneybee pollination, demanding about 1.2 million co
ORUHRYHU WKH LQGXVWU\NV HI[S HiEAGDOM 6BQ &f dD thel cQritne@RIQ@dIbhlgs ThXii
tified in just honey, but in the billions of dollars of polling-S ---

WLRQ VHUYLFHV ,Q WRGD\YfV PRQRFURS DJULFXOWXUH DOPRV\
every third bite requires managed and therefore, no longer
free pollination.

Industrialized agriculture, with its reliance on

monocropping and pesticides, is a prominent reason trig-

gering the native bee population decline. The economics

of efficient production has encouraged, over time, fewer

and bigger farms that are specialized in a handful of

crops. As a result, these farms sustain almost no indige-

nous plant and animal diversity, and are thus vulnerable

and exposed to pests and diseases. Another significant

factor in the native bee population decline is consumer

expectations. Spoiled over time with a diversity of pro-

duce, consumers have grown detached from local and in

season offerings. In response, markets do not revolve

around produce seasonality. The demand for produce

grown elsewhere puts more strain on places that are suit- ,Q WRGD\YfV PRGHUQ DJULF
able for growing earlier and exotic produce. This results MRQH\EHH KDV EHFRPH D 3KHUR
more monocrop cultures that have to rely on commercizdn box her up and ship wherever and whenever pa
pollination. nation is necessary.



