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healthy gardens 
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Sciences, and Cumberland County Cooperative    
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Penn State Master Gardeners 
in Cumberland County        
Trial & Idea Garden 

Featuring 
×  Pollinator-Friendly Plants 
×  Native Perennials 
×  Colorful Annuals 
×  Rock Garden 
×  Shade Garden 
×  Composting 

TRIAL & IDEA       
GARDEN 

 

Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences research, extension, and resident 
education programs are funded in part by Pennsylvania counties, the  
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
 
Penn State encourages persons with disabilities to participate in its programs 
and activities. If you anticipate needing special accommodations or have 
questions about the physical access provided, please contact Annette MaCoy at 
717-240-6500 in advance of your participation or visit. 
 
This publication is available in alternative media upon request. 
 
The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that all persons 
shall have equal access to programs, facilities, admission, and employment 
without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance, or 
qualifications as determined by University policy or by state or federal authori-
ties. It is the policy of the University to maintain an academic and work envi-
ronment free of discrimination, including harassment. The Pennsylvania State 
University prohibits discrimination and harassment against any person because 
of age, ancestry, color, disability or handicap, national origin, race, religious 
creed, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status. Discrimination or harassment 
against faculty, staff, or students will not be tolerated at The Pennsylvania State 
University. Direct all inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy to the 
Affirmative Action Director, The Pennsylvania State University, 328  
Boucke Building, University Park, PA 16802-5901; Tel 814-865-4700/V,  
814-863-1150/TTY. 

Do You Have Gardening        
Questions? 

 Are you bothered by bugs and deviled by diseases 
on your plants? Are you trying to select the right plant 

for the right place or to get rid of those wrong plants 
in the wrong place? 

 Penn State Extension and Penn State Master    

Gardeners can help you find answers! You may call or 
bring in your garden questions to the Extension office 
anytime throughout the year during regular business 

hours, Monday to Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

 In addition, during the busy growing season,    
Master Gardeners staff a Garden Hotline at the   

Extension office to answer your questions on       
Mondays from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., May 4 to August 
31, 2009 (closed May 25). 

 Penn State Master Gardeners also staff Plant   
Clinics at locations on the West Shore during the 
spring and summer months. Bring your questions to 

the Fredricksen Library in Camp Hill on Tuesday  
evenings, 6:30-7:30 p.m., May 5 to August 25; or to 
the ²Ŝǎǘ {ƘƻǊŜ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘ in Lemoyne, 2nd 

and 4th Saturdays from April 11 to September 26, 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 Let us help you grow a healthy garden! 

Pollinator-Friendly Gardens 
 Native pollinators, which include insects such as 
flies, beetles, butterflies, moths, and bees, provide 
essential services to us in both agriculture and in 
natural ecosystems. But many pollinating insects are 
facing decline due to human activities that have    
destroyed and fragmented their native habitats.  

 You can help pollinators by creating a pollinator-
friendly landscape around your home or workplace. 
Here are some suggestions: 

× Use a wide variety of plants that bloom from early 
 spring into late fall. 

× Avoid modern hybrid flowers, especially those with 
 άŘƻǳōƭŜŘέ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ 

× Include larval host plants in your landscape. 

× Eliminate pesticides whenever possible. 

× Provide water for pollinators such as butterflies. 

× Leave bare ground for ground-nesting bees. 

× Leave garden cleanup until spring. 

× Remove invasive plant species. 



Directions to the Garden 
 The Trial & Idea Garden is located on the grounds of 
Claremont Nursing & Rehabilitation Center at 1000 
Claremont Road in Middlesex Township near Carlisle. 
It is at the intersection of Claremont Road and Army 
Heritage Drive. 

 Parking for the garden is available in a lot located 
just across and up from the garden on Army Heritage 
Drive. Please do not park on the grass at the garden 
site. 

From Rt 81 North:  Take Exit 48 and turn right onto 
York Road (Route 74S). At second light, turn left onto 
Fairview Street. Follow Fairview Street across Trindle 
Road to Army Heritage Drive. Go one mile, across the 
railroad tracks, and turn left into the parking lot. 

From Rt 81 South:  Take Exit 49 (High Street) and turn 
left onto Trindle Road (Rt 641 East). At the first light, 
turn left onto Army Heritage Drive. Go one mile, 
across the railroad tracks, and turn left into the     
parking lot. 

From Rt 641 West:  Turn right at light onto Army Heri-
tage Drive just prior to Rt 81 overpass. Go one mile, 
across railroad tracks, and turn left into parking lot. 

From PA Turnpike:  Take Exit 226 (Carlisle). Bear right 
onto Rt 11 South (Carlisle Pike). Go one mile to second 
light; turn left onto Harmony Hall Drive. Go 1/2 mile to 
stop sign; turn right onto Claremont Road, then 1/2 
mile to left on Army Heritage Drive, right into parking 
lot. 

From Rt 34 North:  Take Rt 34 North (Hanover Street) 
into the Square in Carlisle. Continue two blocks past 
Square; turn right at light onto North Street. Go 1.5 
miles and turn right onto Army Heritage Drive, right 
into parking lot.  

Trial & Idea Garden 2009 
Penn State Master Gardeners in Cumberland County 

 The Trial & Idea Garden is an educational demonstration garden planted, maintained, and evaluated by Penn 
State Master Gardeners. The beds are filled with plants suitable for your own landscape, from the latest annuals 
to tried-and-true garden performers. Pollinator-friendly plants, native perennials, low-maintenance roses, and 
ornamental grasses are just a few of the many plants you will find. The garden is open daily to the public, free of 
charge, from dawn to dusk. Mailboxes located at each of the beds are also filled with free gardening literature. 
Enjoy your visit and thank you for stopping by! 

Walk in the Garden 
 CƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΗ tŜƴƴ 
State Master Gardeners will be on hand to answer 
your gardening questions, provide tours of the 
garden, offer maintenance tips, identify weeds 
and pests in the garden, and comment on the 
plants in the Trial & Idea Garden. 

3rd Saturday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

Short garden talks at 10:00 a.m. 
No registration or fee required! 

× May 16τGarden Tours           
 during Plant Fest 

× June 20τMy Favorite Plants  

 with George Weigel  

× July 18τComposting                 
 Master Gardener Margaret Peaslee 

× Aug 15τNative Pollinator   
 Oasis  Master Gardener Ann Dailey 

× Sept 19τFall is for Planting   
 Master Gardener Terri Gildin 
 

Dividing Perennials 
& Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 2, 2009            
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 Learn how to divide perennials hands-on with 
the Master Gardeners and purchase divided plants 
for your own garden. Plants will also be sold at the 
Plant Fest on Saturday, May 16. 
Rain date: Sunday, May 3τ1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Six Garden Areas 
ǅ Sign BedτWith the Claremont sign and dwarf      
conifers as a backdrop, this bed is being developed as a 
άtƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ DŀǊŘŜƴέ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ŀ 
colorful array of annuals during the summer months. 

ǅ Bear Bedτ¢ƘŜǎŜ άƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪέ ōŜŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ 
with native perennials, including bee balm, blanket 

flower, and Joe-Pye weed. 

ǅ Trial BedτEach year, the newest 
varieties of annuals and perennials are 
planted in this bed for trial and 
evaluation. 

ǅ Rock GardenτBuilt from construc-
tion debris, this bed features plants 
suited to hot, dry conditions such as 
Blue Pacific juniper, lavender, a      
variety of sedums, and Knock-out 
roses. 

ǅ Shade GardenτUnder the white 
pines, a 3-bin composting system is 
surrounded by plants suitable for dry 
shade. Blue hollies, Prague viburnum, 
and Russian cypress grow near hostas, 
ferns, and native shade perennials. 

ǅ Memorial BedτAdded in 2007 to encompass the 
9/11 memorial Red Oak, this bed includes a variety of 
shrubs and perennials. 
 

Pollinator-friendly plants can be found in all the     
garden beds. 
 


